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Main House

Get In Access

There is no direct access to the stage from the back of the building. The ‘Get In’ is through the front of the building through a double fire door on the auditorium right side of the building, down a raked carpeted auditorium, into the pit where there is a 1.5 ton platform scissor lift to raise flight-cases etc. to stage level. The lift platform is 8ft x 4ft (1.3m x 2.4m.)

As the load in route is through the auditorium area, no items are to be leaned against the plaster walls, wooden screens or seating in the auditorium at any time.


Stage 
The stage is 23ft (7m) deep x 49ft (14.9m) wide. The stage left wing is 11ft 6” (3.5m) wide and the stage right wing is 10ft (3m) wide.  Stage right the hemp perch restricts the working height of the offstage half of the wing to just below 7ft (2m). 

The stage is constructed from 18mm Marine plywood. It is smooth, strong and suitable for all types of dance including pointe-work.  We do not allow screwing into the stage surface.

The stage is raked ~ 1:40.

There is a crossover corridor sub-stage.

There is no Iron/Safety Curtain.

There is no scenery dock or other storage space.

We do not have any rostra in stock. We can arrange hire of rostra if necessary at your cost.

All personnel at the Plaza - including touring staff and contractors, are expected to wear suitable safety footwear at all times while working on the stage, failure to do so may result in being asked to leave the premises.

Flying
We have a mix of counterweight and hemp flying. The counterweight flying is operated from stage level stage left, Hemp flying operated from hemp perch stage right.  We also have 2 hand winches rated at 220kg each. Please see hanging plot for details.

The full height (55ft – 16.5m) fly-tower is ~9ft (3m) deep at the front of the stage.  The rest of the stage has a full working height of 23ft (7m).  The SWL of the counterweight bars is 250kg or 300kg, and the SWL of the hemp bars is 75kg. The full details of these are on the hanging plot.

Most hemp bars and counterweights are equipped with tracks for running wipe-cloths across stage, these need to be accounted for in the SWL when deciding what is to be rigged. 

As standard a variable width masking black box is usually rigged onstage, shiny silver roped tabs are also rigged upstage for use as an alternative backdrop. 


Access Equipment
1 Small Tallescope – The Plaza health and safety policy states that we do not move the tallescope while carrying personnel at any time.  This is strictly enforced.  Hardhats must be worn by all personnel working with and in proximity to the tallescope while it is in use.

2 sets of 3x 9 rung Zarges multi-way ladders
2 sets of 3x 6 rung Zarges multi-way ladders
1 small Class 1 stepladder

 Wardrobe
2 x washing machines, 2 x tumble dryers. Irons and ironing boards. Located in Dressing Room 5. 

Dressing rooms
There are 7 dressing rooms backstage, these are of varying size. 
· Dressing room 1 = 4 people, bare room level with the stage (good “quick change” room or company office). Small company safe on one wall. Phone line. Fridge/kettle.
· Dressing room 2 = 4-6 people, one level up from stage, en-suite toilet & sink. Microwave/fridge/kettle.

All other dressing rooms are sub-stage:
· Dressing room 4 = small room but good layout so can fit 11 people all with mirrors. Sink/kettle.
· Dressing room 5 = 10 mirrors, can fit about 15 people – also contains laundry facilities. Sink/kettle.
· Dressing room 6 = 5 mirrors but very large room can fit 10-15 people or lots of costume rails / instrument cases. Sink/ microwave/ kettle/ fridge. (good green room)
· Dressing room 7 = ~20 people mirrored on all walls. Sink/kettle.
· Dressing room 8 = 11 mirrors can fit about 15 people. Sink/kettle.

We are restricted to no more than 120 people total backstage at any one time due to fire regulations.  If you have a larger company then the circle seating may be available as a holding area for performers not currently onstage – please discuss availability of these spaces with Ted Doan the General Manager at the earliest opportunity.

Lighting
As our dimmer outlets are all hardwired and our lantern stock minimal, we have a fixed lighting rig consisting of:
A cross-light wash using RGBW LED cans, and 16 Strand 743 fresnels (without barn-doors), over two bars. 
A third backlight bar has 7 RGB LED cyc floods, and 8 backlight RGBW cans, as well as 5 source 4 zoom profiles, usually rigged as shown on the lighting plan.

A haze machine and a smoke machine are available at a cost of £20 each.

The lighting desk is an ETC ION with 1024 channels and a 2 x 20 fader wing.

There are two follow-spots available at a cost of £35 each per performance.

We have a mirror-ball, which is available for a fee of £5 per show.



Sound
The Plaza does not own its own main house sound system, a basic system can be hired in for a production, this is charged for at between £57.50+VAT for a tap in to boost your own system, to £165+VAT for a full system – desk to speakers with foldback x 4.  All ancillary equipment i.e. radio mics, DI Boxes, minidisc player etc are charged for individually on top, please list all needs on your technical rider and we will get back to you with a full quote prior to booking.

We also have preferred suppliers we can put you in touch with who can provide larger more powerful rigs for shows that require it.

Tielines

DSL to FoH Rear stalls:
· 4 x Cat5e UTP 	
· 6 x Cat6 STP
· 8 x Audio XLR sends	 
· 4 x Audio XLR returns
· 2 x DMX 5 pin

DSL to USL
· 4 x Cat6 STP

DSL to SR wings
· 3 x Cat6 STP
· 1 x DMX 5 pin

DSL to SL orchestra pit
· 2 x Cat6 STP

DSL to Circle rail
· 4 x Cat5e UTP
· 4 X Audio XLR
· 2 x DMX 5 pin
· 4 X RG59 BNC

Power
1 200A supply USL which feeds either; 
one set of 200A powerlocks,
 OR: 
1x63A three phase, 1x63A single phase, 1x32A three phase and 1x32A single phase Ceeforms.

Also:
1 x 32A single phase Ceeform DSL
1 x 63A three phase Ceeform DSL
13A sockets available DSL, USR and DSR.







Other facilities
There are 3 toilets backstage, one in dressing room 2, and the other two are at stage level on stage left. There is also one shower SL.

Prompt corner is situated Stage left and cannot be moved.  Prompt corner has backstage paging, and one colour monitor showing a switching colour and infra-red stage view.

Comms are available between prompt corner, stage right/hemp gallery, lighting, sound and follow-spots.

We do not have a cue light system.

“The Green Room” (cabaret lounge)

A space with seating for ~90, in cabaret layout.

1 upright piano & 1 lectern available.
1 500W Yamaha Stagepas sound system with cable mic, CD player and laptop/MP3 cable.
2 x handheld radio mics.
Can be played either end on or from the long side of the room.
8ft x 12ft x 16” staging can be hired in if required. (reduces seating capacity to approx 60)

Parking

Parking at the Plaza is very limited.  There are a few spaces in the loading bay outside the get in door on the street.  Please inform us of the registration numbers of any vehicles needing to park (including trucks) prior to your arrival so that we can arrange parking permits.  Permits will not be issued without prior notification.  Allocation of available spaces on the day is subject to expected deliveries and other theatre requirements and is entirely at the discretion of the General Manager.

Nearest Car Park is Merseyway/Red Rock (on the roof of the building opposite the venue) 
1175 spaces, £1.10ph. Free parking after 6pm. 
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